Letters study, necropsies were performed on 604 adult blacks from southern Africa and one of five grades of hepatic and splenic iron was assigned based on the Prussian blue reaction obtained when a piece of tissue was dipped in a mixture of potassium ferrocyanide and hydrochloric acid.1 1 Using logistic regression models, we found that iron overload was strongly associated with the findings of cirrhosis (p<00001), HCC In the French study surgery was not identified as a prognostic factor; this could be explained because in that study quiescent disease induced by surgery seems to be excluded and ileal location (and for this reason also previous resection) is present in a small number of patients in comparison with colonic location. In our experience duration of illness was not a useful predictor of relapse; we did not study age of patients.
In the study by Sahmoud et al biological indicators such as albumin and erythrocyte sedimentation rate did not result in predicting the course of the disease; in contrast, in our experience, laboratory tests seem to be extremely useful for this aim. In a previous study2 a prognostic index based on laboratory tests was proposed. In our last study' the ability of this index to predict relapse was validated and a simplified application was proposed; patients with at least one of the laboratory tests changed (a, acid glycoprotein >130 mg/dl, or a2 globulin >9 0 gm/l or erytrocyte sedimentation rate >40 mm/I h, or all three) presented within 18 months a relapse rate of 75% whereas in patients with normal tests it was 13%/. In our study nine among 18 false-negative (normal laboratory tests with subsequent relapse) were represented by patients with previous remission <3 months who had recently stopped corticosteroid treatment. Usually, however, values of laboratory tests are rapidly normalised by a period of corticosteroid treatment and it is shown3 4 that these tests, performed during or immediately after corticosteroids have poor ability in discriminating the clinical outcome. In our opinion the French investigators were unable to show a prognostic ability of sedimentation rate and albumin because at least 64 patients among 167 included were treated with corticosteroids at the entry of the study ( 
